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Newsletter 

Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

Seneca Valley Recognized for Achieving Significant 

Gains in both Advanced Placement and Student 

Performance  

Seneca Valley School District is one of just 539 

schools districts (out of more than 100,000) 

across the U.S. and Canada - and only 39 in the 

Commonwealth (out of 501) – to be recognized 

by the College Board with placement on the 3rd 

Annual Advanced Placement (AP) District 

Honor Roll. 

Seneca Valley was chosen for this select honor 

for simultaneously increasing access to AP 

course work while increasing the percentage of 

students earning scores of three or higher on AP 

Exams. Achieving both of these goals is the ideal 

scenario for a district’s AP program because it 

indicates that the district is successfully 

identifying motivated, academically prepared 

students who are likely to benefit most from 

rigorous AP course work. More than 90 percent 

of colleges and universities across the U.S. offer 

college credit, advanced placement or both for a 

score of 3 or higher on an AP Exam — which 

can potentially save students and their families 

thousands of dollars in college tuition.  

 “We applaud the extraordinary efforts of the 

devoted teachers and administrators in these 539 

districts, who are fostering rigorous work worth 

doing. These educators have not only expanded 

student access to AP course work, but they have 

enabled more of their students to achieve on a 

college level—which is helping to create a strong 

college-going culture,” said College Board 

President, David Coleman. 

Helping more students learn at a higher level and 

earn higher AP scores is an objective of all 

members of the Seneca Valley AP community, 

from AP teachers to district and school 

administrators. Seneca Valley has been studying 

initiatives and strategies to determine how to 

expand access and improve student performance 

simultaneously and will be adding advanced 

placement courses to the roster for the 2013-14 

school year. 

“These outcomes are a powerful testament to 

educators’ belief that many more students were 

indeed ready and waiting for the sort of rigor that 

would prepare them for what they would 

encounter in college,” said Trevor Packer, the 

College Board’s senior vice president of the 

Advanced Placement Program. “While we 

recognize that there is still much work to be done 

to prepare students for college, I find myself 

inspired daily by what they are achieving.” 

Inclusion on the 3rd Annual AP District Honor 

Roll is based on the examination of three years 

of AP data. 

It’s official! 

Andrea Peck, principal of the 2012 National Blue 

Ribbon Seneca Valley Middle School, (pictured 

holding plaque) joins Curt Johns, dean of 

students, and Ruth Johns, teacher, at the official 

2012 National Blue Ribbon Ceremony held 

earlier this month in Washington D.C. SVMS is 

one of only 269 schools from across the nation to 

receive this prestigious honor. 
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The Seneca Valley School District is pleased to 

have been awarded two grants from the Alcoa 

Foundation totaling $40,000, to be used for the 

continuation and expansion of professional devel-

opment. This means teachers will examine and 

refine their own classroom practices, work with 

colleagues toward shared goals, and take advan-

tage of existing knowledge and of expertise from 

local and internationally known instructors. 

The Alcoa Foundation approved a $25,000 Math 

Collaborative grant to be used by elementary and 

middle school teachers to participate in profes-

sional development with professors from the Uni-

versity of Pittsburgh to improve and enhance stu-

dent mathematical achievement. This will impact 

all of Seneca Valley’s K-8 teachers and approxi-

mately 4,750 students. The program will include 

monthly instructional/coaching sessions with in-

ternationally known mathematics instructors and 

follow-up sessions held at each school site sup-

ported by a trained lead teacher. 

The Alcoa Foundation also approved a $15,000 

Metacognitive Processing Initiative grant to be 

used by elementary and middle school teachers to 

participate in professional development with Lead 

to Learn consultants to increase reading compre-

hension skills in our students. Research shows that 

students learn best when they apply metacognitive 

processes—the act of thinking about and applying 

what they are learning. Professional development 

will focus on the development of metacognitive 

instructional skills for teachers in each of the dis-

trict’s six elementary/elementary-middle schools; 

impacting each of the 164 elementary teachers and 

3,755 students. The program will include monthly 

coaching sessions with expert instructors from a 

contracted service provider that the District has 

been working with for several years. 

Founded more than 50 years ago, Alcoa Founda-

tion is one of the largest corporate foundations in 

the United States and has invested more than $350 

million since 1952. In 2010, Alcoa Foundation 

contributed nearly $20 million to nonprofit organi-

zations throughout the world, focusing on promot-

ing environmental stewardship, enabling eco-

nomic and social sustainability, and preparing 

tomorrow’s leaders through education and learn-

ing. With assets of approximately $436 million, 

the work of Alcoa Foundation is further enhanced 

by Alcoa’s thousands of employee volunteers, 

who gave more than 720,000 service hours in 

2010. Through the company’s signature Month of 

Service (October) program, Alcoa employees 

share their energy, passion and purpose to make a 

difference in our communities. In 2011, a record 

56 percent of Alcoans took part in Month of Ser-

vice events across 24 countries. For more informa-

tion about Alcoa Foundation, please access 

www.alcoa.com/foundation. 

Seneca Valley receives $40,000 in Grants from Alcoa  

SV Creates STEM Lecture Series   

The newly formed Seneca Valley Science Honor Society 

recently created a new and exciting Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math (STEM) lecture series that will be 

held throughout the school year. The lecture, hosted in 

the senior high school auditorium, will provide students 

with the opportunity to hear individuals who can offer insight on working in a particular STEM 

field. Lecturers will also share their personal experiences and their particular pathway to becoming an 

expert in their field. Additionally, it is the hope of the Seneca Valley Science Honor Society that 

students will take the opportunity to further network with these individuals and explore opportunities 

to job shadow or intern in their particular area of interest. 

For more information or to express interest in presenting at a future lecture, please email David Lowe, 

senior high school AP biology teacher, at lowedw@svsd.net or visit the SV Science Honor Society’s 

website at www.svsd.net/Page/8871 and click on “STEM Lecture Series.” 

Evans City 

Elementary 

earns  

Title I Award 

Evans City Elementary 

School was named a Title I 

Distinguished School for 

the 2012-13 school year. 

Evans City Elementary 

School students tested in 

the top 25 percent in all 16 

subgroups of the PSSA 

tests. In the spring, two 

staff members will attend 

the Title I Improving 

Schools’ Performance 

(ISP) Conference in 

Pittsburgh so they may be 

honored.  

http://www.pittsburghmoves.com/real_estate_agent/947/Teresa-Gadberry.aspx
http://www.geico.com/insurance-agents/pennsylvania/pittsburgh/tim-hester/
http://www.alcoa.com/foundation
mailto:lowedw@svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/Page/8871
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Familiar Faces 

SV hires principals 

At Seneca Valley’s School Board meeting on Nov. 12, board members approved two appointments 

that impact two schools within the district. Ms. Marie Palano was named assistant principal of Seneca 

Valley Middle School, and Nannette Farmar was promoted to acting principal at 

Rowan. 

Ms. Palano, a Cranberry Township resident, is a familiar face at the middle school 

as she has been teaching Spanish to seventh and eighth graders there for nearly 10 

years. Ms. Palano has also served on Seneca Valley’s multicultural committee, 

health and wellness committee and the new world language curriculum writing 

committee for Spanish and French. She was also on the committee that helped 

bring the Don Eicchorn Schools To Watch Award to the Seneca Valley Middle 

School in 2011. 

Ms. Palano, the world language department chair, also has teaching experience at Prospect Middle 

School, Pittsburgh, and Lancaster Middle and Central High schools in Buffalo, N.Y. She earned her 

bachelor of arts from Mercyhurst College in 2001, her post bacheloriate credits in French and Italian 

from the University of Pittsburgh, her master’s degree in reading from Slippery Rock in 2005 and her 

principal certification from Gannon University in 2007. 

At Rowan, Ms. Farmar temporarily takes over the position that will be left vacant by Dr. John 

Giancola. Dr. Giancola is leaving the district on Dec. 3 to take a position with the Allegheny 

Intermediate Unit. 

Ms. Farmar is also a familiar face in the district in that she has been serving as 

assistant principal at Rowan and Connoquenessing Valley Elementary schools for 

the past five years. She is also the coordinator of the Seneca Valley Title I Reading 

Program, a federally funded supplemental program that provides financial assistance 

to schools to improve opportunities for disadvantaged children.  

Ms. Farmar has previous education experience in the Kiski Area School District as well as the Talbot 

County Public School System. She earned her bachelor of science in elementary and kindergarten 

education from Penn State University in 1993, her master’s in administrative and policy studies from 

the University of Pittsburgh in 2001 and attended a year-long course at Duquesne University’s School 

of Education for their reading specialist program. 

 

Art study 

Seneca Valley elementary art teachers, including Clare Torso, CVE art 

teacher, recently attended a workshop at the Society for Contemporary 

Crafts where they learned more about engineering/creating green recycled 

objects. It was a great way to combine science, technology, engineering,  

arts and math (a.k.a STEAM). 

Fundraiser benefits American Red Cross, Humane 

Society and KDKA’s Turkey Fund 

Kudos to the entire Seneca Valley School District Staff.  A recent “Denim Day” fundraiser held 

during an in-service day yielded nearly $800 for the American Red Cross, so they could continue to 

help the victims of Hurricane Sandy. Also this month, Rowan staff raised $330 for the Butler County 

Humane Society and CVE students, staff and PTO raised $1200 for KDKA’s Turkey Fund. 

Great 

representation 

Brian Carson, Tracey 

O’Toole, Linda Martin, 

Michele Murray and Jenifer 

McMurray (pictured starting 

at left), all Seneca Valley 

Intermediate High School 

teachers, are shown here just 

before presenting at the 

Three Rivers Educational 

Technology Conference in 

Cranberry Township earlier 

this month. The group was 

invited to present to other 

Pennsylvania educators on 

the importance of utilizing 

teacher websites, SMART 

products, Bring Your Own 

Technology (BYOT) and 

Moodle.  
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PMEA Honors makes history 

Eighteen Seneca Valley students were 

recently selected for the Pennsylvania 

Music Education Association’s District 5 

Honors Chorus.  

Students from across Beaver, Butler, 

Mercer and Lawrence counties auditioned 

back in October to be a part of the 

prestigious choir with Seneca Valley 

earning 18 spots, eight of them as first 

chairs. It’s important to note this is the 

largest number of freshmen and 

sophomores to ever be selected for honors 

chorus from the intermediate high school. 

The group performed on Nov. 3 at 

Westminster College. 

They are, first row from left: Jamie Walters, Samantha Tedrow, Natalie Abbate, Kacey Faix, Lauren 

Ottaviani, and Ellie Lahm. Second row from left: Rachel Carmella, Kristin Carmella, David Osorno, 

Hayley Hoss, and Alex Traverso. Third row from left: Josh DePasquale, Lance Hahn, and Josh Fried. 

Fourth row from left: Peter Wentz, Alex Giddings, Derek Plautz, and Jeremy Irwin. 

Academic Games makes history, too! 

The Seneca Valley Academic Games Teams recently had their best Equations Tournament in school 

history! 

The Elementary, Middle, Junior, and Senior Divisions all took first place in their divisions. This is 

also the most individual qualifiers that the school ever had for one tournament. Additional 

opportunities to qualify for nationals will be given to students over the next few months as they 

compete in other academic games subject areas. 

The following students all earned a qualifying score for the National Tournament that will be held in 

Charlotte, North Carolina in April: 

Elementary Division includes Sam Baic, Tori Beck, Emma Choban, Greg O’Connor, Matthan Eaton, 

Jacob Geil, Angelo Giannotta, Madison Hans, Ben Hess, Jacob Johnston, Amrit Kaluri, Bethany 

Kavanagh, Megan Mitchell, Matt Muir, Sharma Rishin, Reilly Scherzer, Mark Trotta, and Brian 

Vogel. 

The middle division includes Kyle Cindrich, Sarah Donnelly, Matt Ehret, Andrew Funovits, Alex 

Garcia, Urvi Gupta, Sammi Logan, Jason Moore, Pavan Savio, and Ryan Stelitano . 

The junior division includes Martin Chrzahowski, Rhea Kudtarkar, Mitchell Lacet, Mark Livingstone, 

and Siona Sharma. 

The senior division includes Elliot Burr, Jason Chickness, Alex Giddings, Dhruv Kohli, Robert 

Kunkel, Nikko Paserba, and Sam West. 

http://mosesjewelers.com/diamond-jewelry.php
http://gladerun.org/download/WINTER-Aft-School-Camp-Bro2013.pdf
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YOU make a difference 

As part of Haine Middle School's Make-A-

Difference Day, students in Mrs. Mary Burglund, 

Mrs. Amy Scott & Mr. John Schmidt's homerooms 

planted 180 tulips in the front of the school on 

Friday, October 26. As part of the day, students also 

read "A Child's Garden, A Story of Hope” by 

Michael Foreman and discussed how this simple tale 

of healing and renewal pays gentle tribute to the 

human spirit. Then, as a team the group planted 

tulips in the front of Haine Middle School as a way 

to truly demonstrate how to “Make A Difference”  

at our school and in our community. 

JROTC earns ‘Honor Unit’ Award 

The Seneca Valley Junior Reserved Officers’ Training Corps has 

been awarded the designation of “Honor Unit” for the 2011-2012 

school year by the U.S. Department of the Army.  The Department of 

the Army presents the award to JROTC units that maintain an 

exceptionally high standard of performance. 

In order to receive the award, a JROTC unit must undergo a two-part 

evaluation process: a Formal Inspection—worth a maximum of 600 

points, and a Unit Report—worth a maximum of 400 points.  The 

Department of the Army announced that the Seneca Valley JROTC 

received a combined total of 951 points, which is considered an 

outstanding rating. 

“This represents a significant achievement, and your unit is commended for a job well done,” said 

Brenda Gainey, chief of the JROTC Second Brigade, who oversees Seneca Valley’s JROTC and 

programs at 115 schools in Pennsylvania and surrounding states.  “Additionally, I congratulate the 

students and faculty for their excellent support of the program.” 

The Seneca Valley JROTC was given permanent orders and an “Honor Unit” certificate from the 

Department of the Army. 

SV students inducted 

into Vo-Tech Honors 

Society 

Congratulations to the following Seneca 

Valley students who have been inducted into 

the Butler County Area Vocational-Technical 

School National Technical Honor Society: 

Natalie Beers – Health occupations 

Justine Kappeler – Carpentry 

Kyle Mannas – Machine technology 

Taylor McAfee – Health occupations 

Shaina Peterson – Commercial arts 

Charae Peterson – Cosmetology 

Devon Sidon – Health occupations 

Jessica Sonetti - Culinary Arts 

Regan Spithaler - Health occupations 

Great showing 

 

Evans City students are pictured here showing 

their "pink" pride. The school held their 

annual pink day in support of Breast Cancer 

Awareness on Oct. 18. 

http://www.yourownretirement.com/
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On a Mission  

The Haine Middle School students of Mrs. Amy Scott and 

Mrs. Mary Burglund’s classrooms took time in November to 

celebrate the many fortunes in their own lives by giving back 

to those who are less privileged.  With the help of parents and 

teachers, the students chose the Light of Life Rescue Mission 

as the focus of their Thanksgiving project.  Light of Life 

provides for the homeless as well as families in need in 

surrounding communities.  Students decided that providing 

these needy families with a complete Thanksgiving meal was 

the most important way they could make a difference on such 

an important day.  The Light of Life mission provides a 

turkey for the families but relies on donations to make it a complete meal.  Students have been making 

donations as well as collecting donations from family and friends.  Our goal was to make one complete 

basket which provides for an entire family; however, generosity was contagious and donations came 

pouring into the classroom in just two short days.  Students were able to assemble several complete 

meals plus additional items needed to serve the homeless.  

Ready, Set, Play! 

At the end of the 2011-2012 school year, the 

Haine PTO worked with the Haine Elementary 

School staff, as well as Seneca Valley School 

District officials to purchase a new playground 

structure.  The new structure, which is primarily 

used by the elementary students, was installed 

over the summer break. Without the tremendous 

efforts and teamwork between the Haine School 

PTO, Haine Elementary, and Seneca Valley 

School District, this project would have never 

been completed in time for the start of the school 

year this August.   The new play structure has 

two slides, the Tsumani and the Viper, as well as, 

a centipede climber, pod walk, tree climber, 

steering wheel, drums and a mounted 

bell.  Working with Snider & Associates, the 

Haine School PTO was able to receive a $5400 

Cash 4 Kids Grant provided by the manufacturer 

Burke Premier Playground Environments.  With 

this discount, the PTO was also able to purchase 

two kidforce spinners to go along with the new  

play structure.  Please stop by Haine Elementary 

and let your kids play on the new equipment.  Of  

 

 

course, the PTO would have never been able to  

purchase the new playground without the 

continued support of our Haine families.  So, 

thank you!  This is not only an improvement for 

the Haine school community, but for the 

community as a whole.   

Pictured with the new equipment, from left, is Michelle Ellis, 
Haine Elementary principal, Mandy Toy, Haine assistant 

principal, Chris Sherry, Haine School PTO Co-President 

2011-2012, and Jamie Seghal, Haine School PTO  

Co-President 2011-2012.  

Taking the Pledge 

Rowan Elementary students join SV students 

across the district in celebrating Red Ribbon 

Week at our schools late last month. Red Ribbon 

Week is an alcohol, tobacco, drug and violence 

prevention awareness campaign. Students signed 

pledges, wore red, took part in special 

presentations and discussed the dangers 

associated with the above mentioned areas. Way 

to go Rowan - and SV! 

 

http://www.sevenfieldsdentalcare.com/
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Tournament Champs 

Congratulations to the 7th Grade Girls' Basketball Team for 

winning the 7th grade tournament, as pictured on the left. 

Additional congratulations go to the 8th Grade Raider Girls 

Basketball team, who 

finished their season with 

an overall record of 17-2 

and were section co-

champions. In addition, 

the team was undefeated 

in the Mohawk 

Tournament. 

Good attitude 

On Wednesday, November 14, five student-athletes represented 

Seneca Valley School district at the fourth annual WPIAL 

Sportsmanship Summit held at the Heinz History Center.  Raider 

student athletes, seen here, who participated in the summit, are 

Brad Gresock, (Sr., Baseball), Kaitlyn Eagle (Sr., Basketball), 

Kayli Kumanchik (Jr., Soccer), Rachel McAndrew (Sr.,  

Track & Field) and Brandan Clough (Jr., Football).  

Division I signers 

Congratulations to Zach Spangler and Sam 

Fragale on their commitment to play Division 

I baseball at Kent State and Virginia Tech, 

respectively. Zach (pictured on left) and Sam 

are seen here signing their Letters of Intent. 

Sandor prepares for 

collegiate lacrosse 

Congratulations to Hailie Sandor, shown here 

with Coach Katie Smolter, on her recent 

commitment to 

Edinboro 

University to play 

collegiate lacrosse. 

Hailie is seen here 

signing her Letter 

of Intent. 

On the run 

Congratulations to senior Ben Nickel and freshman Lauren Sauers for 

advancing to the PIAA State Cross Country Championships in Hershey 

on November 3, 2012.  Both runners endured unseasonably hot 

temperatures and finished the Coopers Lake course in personal best 

times on Thursday, Oct. 25.  

Sports Happenings 
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How Nice 

Thanks to Cranberry Township Municipal officials, a recent neighborhood tree trimming project will 

benefit Seneca Valley Cross Country runners. Township officials sent SV a large delivery of wood 

chips that have been spread on the cross country trail for next season’s runners. Thanks, CT!  

SV to Host Senior Holiday Event 

The Seneca Valley School District presents the 15th Annual Senior Holiday Event at 12:30 p.m. on 

Friday, Dec. 14, 2012, in the Seneca Valley Senior High School. This special holiday presentation is 

for senior citizens living in the Seneca Valley School District Community, and features the Seneca 

Valley Jazz Band, String Ensemble and Senior High School Madrigal Singers. Also, a delicious turkey 

meal will be served for lunch in our cafeteria. 

The event is free, but reservations are required. Please call (724) 452-6040, ext. 0, by Dec. 7, 2012. 

We look forward to seeing you there!! 

‘Raymonda & Fantasy’ Coming to SV! 

Seneca Valley Performing Arts will present "Raymonda 

& Fantasy" at 7 p.m. on Dec. 6, in the Seneca Valley 

Intermediate High School. Excerpts from the lively and 

exciting traditional classical ballet “Raymonda,” along 

with a short story ballet about young love will be 

performed. Don't miss out on this wonderful 

performance! Ticket prices begin at $11 ($6 for children 

5-10 years old; free for children 4 and under), and are 

available at the Pittsburgh Ballet House, Cranberry 

Township. To reserve your seating today, please call (724) 772-3399. 

CVE artwork featured at municipal building 

Seneca Valley student art work is now hanging in the Zelienople 

Borough Building on New Castle Street. You can see works by 

CVE students, from left, Alisha Aboosally, Anna Fronk, and 

Ethan Koontz. There are also several pieces on display that were 

crafted by secondary students. 

Toys for Tots  

The Seneca Valley Middle School is partnering with the 

U.S. Marine Corps Reserves to collect toys as part of the 

Annual Toys for Tots Program. Students, staff and 

families are encouraged to join us in this effort! Collection bins can be found in all 7-12 buildings as 

well as the Administration Offices. Please donate new, unwrapped toys by Dec. 10. 

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/

